
A BRIEF (4 week) STUDY of 
SCIENCE and FAITH

There are indeed extremes

BUT

Compatibility is the rule



The Plan

ÅMORAL LAW

ÅINTERNAL GOD

ÅSEVERE MERCY and MIRACLE

ÅBIOLOGOS
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What about all the harm done in the 
name of religion?

ÅYŀǊƭ aŀǊȄ Υ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻƴ ƛǎ άǘƘŜ ƻǇƛŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ƳŀǎǎŜǎέ

Å±ƻƭǘŀƛǊŜΥ άLǎ ƛǘ ŀƴȅ ǿƻƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎƻ 
many atheists in the world, when the church 
ōŜƘŀǾŜǎ ǎƻ ŀōƻƳƛƴŀōƭȅΚέ

ÅConsider: Crusades, Spanish Inquisition, Witch 
Hunts, French Revolution, Religious Wars



Trimble: The Soul in the Brain (p207)

Åάaŀƴȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŀǊƎǳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƳƻƴƻǘƘŜƛǎƳ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
greatest dangers to civilization, worse by far, perhaps, than 
global warming.  Gore Vidal refers to it as the great 
unmentionable evil at the center of our culture, 
represented by three antihuman religions, Judaism, 
Christianity, and Islam; and Richard Dawkins, appealing for 
an approach to understanding that embraces both the 
natural sciences and evolutionary theory, asks for the 
ŜǊŀŘƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǎǳŎƘ ŦŀƛǘƘΣ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ƛǘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ŜǾƛƭ 
evil.  The philosopher Alfred Lord Whitehead refers to 
ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǊŜŦǳƎŜ ƻŦ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǎŀǾŀƎŜǊȅΦέ

ÅώƳŀƴȅ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎϐ ά{ǳŎƘ ǇǊƻŦƻǳƴŘ ǿƻǊƪǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŀƴ 
ƻǇǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎŜΣ ƻƴŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƛƴ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƻŦ ŜƴƭƛƎƘǘŜƴƳŜƴǘΦέ



What about all the harm done in the 
name of religion?

ÅFIRST: One must not ignore all the good done 
by religion and religious persons (nor overlook the 

ƻŎŎǳǊǊŜƴŎŜǎ ŀƳƻƴƎ ŀǘƘŜƛǎǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ bh άƘƛƎƘŜǊ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅέ ŀƴŘ 
abrogation of human responsibility)

ÅSECOND: The church is composed of people, 
fallen people, and THEY may fall short.  
MORAL LAW remains pure even when it 
resides within us ςconsider pure water 
ǇƻǳǊŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ Ǌǳǎǘȅ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜǊΧ



Dan Brown: The Da Vinci Code (2003, 
p451)

Åά9ǾŜǊȅ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƛǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ŦŀōǊƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ  
That is the definition of faith ςacceptance of that 
which we imagine to be true, that which we 
cannot prove.  Every religion describes God 
through metaphor, allegory and exaggeration, 
from early Egyptians through modern Sunday 
school.  Metaphors are a way to help our minds 
process the unprocessable.  The problems arise 
when we begin to believe literally in our own 
ƳŜǘŀǇƘƻǊǎΦέ



THE cartoon



Islam permits NO creation of an 
image of God or The Prophet

And how they chose to express that 
άǊǳƭŜέ ƛǎ ŀ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ Ƙƻǿ 

they express their beliefs.



How do WE as Christians manifest our 
Faith?

ÅIh² ƛǎ Dh5Ω{ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǳǎΚ 

ÅHow do we demonstrate our faith once the 
communication is established?



MIRACLE and SEVERE MERCY

C.S. LEWIS

SHELDON VANAUKEN

BIBLE





MIRACLE

ÅFrom the old Latin: miraculum  

ÅaƛǊŀŎǳƭǳƳΥ άǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭέ

ÅWebster: 1. an extraordinary event 
manifesting divine intervention in human 
affairs; 2. an extremely outstanding or unusual 
event, thing, or accomplishment



MIRACLE
(from Wikipedia)

ÅaƛǊŀŎƭŜ ŎƻƴƴƻǘŀǘŜǎ άŀ ǎǘǊƛƪƛƴƎ ƛƴǘŜǊǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
divine intervention by a supernatural being in the 
universe by which the ordinary course and 
operation of nature is overruled, suspended, or 
ƳƻŘƛŦƛŜŘΦέ 

ÅaƛǊŀŎƭŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘƛǎ άŀƭƳƻǎǘ ƛƴǾŀǊƛŀōƭȅ ƳŀƴƛŦŜǎǘ 
themselves to small groups of individuals or we 
ƻƴƭȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŜŀǊǎŀȅ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻŎŎǳǊǊŜƴŎŜΦέ

ÅάΧƛǘ ƛǎ ŘƛǎǇǳǘŜŘ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎŎƛŜƴǘƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅ 
ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳŜŘ ƻŎŎǳǊǊŜƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ ƳƛǊŀŎƭŜǎΦέ



Have you witnessed a MIRACLE?

Å²Ƙŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƛǘΧ

ÅWhy was there the miracle?

ÅWhat was its effect?



Prayer as a 
miracle?




